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By David McKay Wilson 
Photos by Ted Haddock 
ALL PHOTOS INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION'" 
Above : The photographer in Manila , 
August 2002. Top:  In Nairobi, 1 DO­
year-old Miriam and her family, who 
have lived on the same five -acre plot 
for 71 years , are being forced to leave 
as a result o f  government corruption. 
Without an advocate, they could lose 
the only home they have ever known. 
Opposite : An Indian family released 
from the Annavaram quarry awaits 
promised funds from the government. 
Officials are offering sheep instead 
o f  cash. IJM is working to secure 
the payments. 
The Storyteller 
ARMED WITH A CAMERA AND A SERVANT'S HEART, TED HADDOCK USES HIS 
PHOTOGRAPHIC TALENT TO DOCUMENT HUMAN-RIGHTS ABUSES. 
o know the face of injustice in the 
world today, take a moment with the 
photographs of Ted Haddock. 
Look into the sad eyes of a 14-year­
old girl from the hills of Thailand, abducted 
from her village and sold into prostitution 
against her will. Observe the tired hands 
of a 12-year-old Indian boy, rolling ciga­
rettes I 0 hours a day to pay off a $50 loan 
that his parents took from a tobacco mer­
chant. See the look of hope on the face of 
a Kenyan father, finally free after being 
detained for three years on trumped-up 
charges that could have brought the death 
penalty. 
In Haddock's most recent photographs, 
taken during a 28-day journey this summer 
for International Justice Mission (IJM), you 
glimpse the suffering of people living under 
the thumb of their oppressors in India, 
Kenya, Thailand and the Philippines. But 
his work for IJM, a Christian-based human 
rights organization in Washington, D.C., 
also reveals the inner dignity of these 
victims, who have hope that they will some 
day see freedom. 
Haddock's trip in August took him on 
brothel raids in Bombay's red-light district, 
searching for underage girls that IJM's 
investigative team wanted to rescue. He 
visited the home of a I 00-year-old Kenyan 
woman who was being forced from her 
land by a government that allowed unbri­
dled development. He spent several hours 
in an after-care facility in the Philippines, 
where a traumatized 6-year-old girl was 
recovering from a vicious sexual assault. 
Haddock, a 1996 Furman graduate, 
says his work is inspired by Proverbs 
31: 8-9, which calls on people to defend 
the rights of the needy and to raise a voice 
for those who cannot speak for themselves. 
"If you want your light to shine, you 
have to go into some very dark places," 
says Haddock. "As I travel to these places, 
that verse from Proverbs keeps ringing in 
my ears. I want my photography to be 
a light for those people." 
For Haddock, 28, working as IJM's 
publications associate has been a way to 
combine his artistic talents with his heart 
for service and his yearning for justice in 
the world. Haddock, whose unofficial title 
is "storyteller," takes photos for IJM 
publications and creates PowerPoint 
presentations for churches and student 
groups. He edits video for IJM confer­
ences, and this year he edited a video 
presentation that was shown before a 
Congressional committee in Washington. 
He also documents stories of victims that 
have been helped by IJM and assists with 
the organization's Web site (www.ijm.org). 
His compelling photographs, however, 
have had the biggest impact. 
"Not only does Ted have a servant's 
heart, but he brings incredible courage and 
sensitivity behind the camera," says Gary 
Haugen, the former U.S. Justice Depart­
ment prosecutor who founded IJM in 1994. 
"The victims of injustice deserve to have 
their stories told - and for many of us, 
unless we see them, they don't exist. 
Oppression and darkness conspire to make 
them invisible, but Ted brings home the 
human face of injustice in a way that makes 
doing nothing impossible. He allows us to 
see the beauty and dignity that's worth 
fighting for." 
Revealing that beauty and dignity takes 
both technical prowess and the knack for 
connecting with strangers, so they will be 
themselves before the lens. 
Unlike many professional photogra­
phers who lug around huge bags of gear, 
Haddock travels light. He generally has 
just two cameras on hand- a Widelux 
swing-lens panoramic camera and a Contax 
G2, a compact camera with a 28-mm, wide­
angle lens. 
Both of these cameras require Haddock 
to get up close with his subjects. He says 
he has adopted the motto of World War II 
photographer Robert Capa, who said that 
if a picture isn't good enough, you aren't 
close enough. 
"I much prefer the unassuming little 
camera that forces me in close, kind of like 
David and his five smooth stones," says 
Haddock. 
That closeness demands that he develop 
a relationship with his subjects, discovering 
an intimacy that is simply inaccessible from 
a distance. 
"There is no hiding, no room for 
distance, just a couple of people looking 
each other in the face," he says. "It can 
be unsettling at first, but this is how I learn 
to enter in, to listen. It requires genuine 
concern, and when they see this, I find they 
begin to trust me and let me into the honored 
experience of sharing their lives." 
A good picture, says Haddock, comes 
as much from his ability to respond intui­
tively to a situation as from his ability 
to choose the right f-stop or shutter speed. 
"I listen and watch for the telling 
moment- an expression on a face, a 
gesture, a glance," he says. "I look for 
those moments when the whole image 
is working together to tell a story, when 
the foreground and background share 
a meaningful relationship in a way that 
reveals the narrative." 
Haddock's fledgling career had its 
genesis a decade ago at Furman, where 
he majored in art with a concentration 
in painting and photography. At Furman, 
Haddock took his first class in photography 
and developed an interest in documentary 
work, a field that bridges the gap between 
the grind of photojournalism and the airy 
remove of fine-art photography. 
But he was not planning to pursue 
a career in photography when he left 
Greenville after graduating from Furman 
in 1996. He took a year off, then entered 
the Maryland Institute College of Art in 
1998, hoping to improve his portfolio and 
win acceptance to a Master of Fine Arts 
program in painting. 
While in Maryland, however, Haddock 
came to the realization that painting wasn't 
what he did best, and he began to reconsider 
his direction. After he was accepted at 
Indiana University's School of Fine Arts, 
he returned to photography, an art form that 
Jinger Simkins-Stuntz, an art professor and 
department chair during Haddock's years 
at Furman, had encouraged him to pursue. 
"Jinger's compliments held a lot of 
weight. Remembering her encouragement 
helped push me on to the next level," 
he says. 
Simkins-Stuntz, who now lives in 
Atlanta, Ga., says she recalls her conver­
sations with Haddock, who at the time 
wanted to become a painter. 
"I told him that he was good painter, 
but that he was really a photographer," she 
says. "He has such a strong interest in 
people and in helping them. He has a talent 
for capturing people, finding the nuances 
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Above : This 70-year-old and 
his family were forced to work 
in a rock quarry in India for the 
past 20 years as repayment for 
a debt. With the help o f  IJM, 
more than 100 workers at the 
quarry were freed from bonded 
slavery, including this entire 
group . The woman in the 
center recounted how the 
quarry owner cut off food and 
water supplies p rior to their 
release. Her father said, "I am 
so happy- we were suffering 
so badly, but you are here. IJM 
is helping us." Opposite : In 
Nairobi, Susan cares for the 
child o f  her brother, James , who 
has been wrongfully imp risoned 
and charged with a capital 
offense in an effort to extort 
bribes from the family. He will 
be sentenced to death unless 
a bribe is paid. IJM is working 
to secure his release and have 
the charges dropped. James ' 
mother holds a photo o f  her 
son, framed by a Bible. 
and telling the personal story. It's a natural 
outlet for him." 
While in school at Indiana, Haddock 
became aware ofiJM's work when he heard 
Haugen speak at a Christian conference 
in Urbana, Ill. At the time, Haddock was 
a few months away from earning his 
master's degree and unsure how he would 
make a living upon graduation. 
He says he was touched by Haugen's 
message of hope and curious about IJM's 
pursuit of justice around the world. So after 
graduation, Haddock decided to learn more 
about the organization's work and volun­
teered to go to India as a photographer in 
July 2001. With his camera, he docu­
mented the plight of underage girls involved 
in forced prostitution, photographed victims 
of bonded slavery, and saw firsthand IJM's 
success in freeing girls and bonded laborers. 
Upon his return he applied for a job, 
and by November 200 1 he was hired, 
becoming part of an organization that has 
grown from a staff of three in 1997 to one 
that today has 90 employees and a budget 
of $4.2 million. IJM has field presences in 
India, Thailand, Kenya and the Philippines, 
and has partnerships with human-rights 
organizations in Latin America and South 
America. 
Haugen says he founded IJM to fill the 
void felt by Christian workers overseas who 
for years have been aware of human-rights 
abuses but often felt helpless to do anything. 
Now these missionaries have a place to 
tum. Staffed by attorneys and criminal 
justice professionals, IJM uses investigative 
expertise to document abuses and present 
the evidence to local authorities. 
Last year IJM worked to document 
hundreds of cases of bonded slavery, win 
the release of indebted workers, and free 
underage girls from forced prostitution. 
IJM attorneys won release for several 
illegally detained persons, including two 
who faced the death penalty, and is working 
toward securing land titles for families in 
Latin America whose property has been 
taken from them. 
With IJM, Haddock has gone to the 
front lines to raise awareness both overseas 
and in the halls of Congress, where IJM 
has worked to influence U.S. policy on the 
international issue of trafficking in persons. 
A law passed in 2000 requires that the State 
Department prepare an annual report, 
grading countries on whether they have 
made significant efforts to meet minimum 
standards to combat trafficking. Countties 
with failing grades could face a reduction 
in U.S. aid if they don't step up their efforts 
to combat the problem. 
Haugen testified at Congressional 
hearings twice in June, with Haddock 
alongside to photograph his appearance. 
Haugen urged the legislators to put pressure 
on the State Department to demand that 
nations that receive passing grades, such 
as India and Thailand, actually provide data 
showing that brothel owners have gone to 
jail for their crimes and that corrupt police 
officers have been dismissed for their 
complicity. 
His testimony included a video 
Haddock helped produce, using undercover 
footage from IJM investigations in India, 
Thailand and Cambodia. The video showed 
a brothel raid, officials accepting bribes to 
protect sex offenders, and children as young 
as 6 being offered for sex. 
"The video got everyone's attention," 
Haddock says. "There's no ignoring the 
weight of these far-off situations when you 
can actually show everyone what it looks 
like, who it's happening to, and how it 
happens to them." 
During his trip in August, Haddock 
came face-to-face with all these issues. 
In Bombay, he accompanied IJM investi­
gators and Indian police on a brothel raid 
one rainy night when the streets were 
muddy, and the lamps on businesses in 
the red-light district created an amber glow. 
The team was hoping to free three 
underage girls the investigators had inter­
viewed a few days earlier. They entered 
a brothel and began to search for girls 
on each of the establishment's three floors, 
hoping to find the three identified by the 
investigators. They found some girls tucked 
under beds, while others were hiding in 
secret rooms. The police arrested three 
men and took 10 girls for questioning, 
but the girls they were looking for were 
nowhere to be found. 
"There was quite an adrenaline rush," 
Haddock says. "I kept thinking, tonight 
could be the night when a girl gets rescued, 
and her life can change." 
The following night the team went 
out again to find the three girls, and 
Haddock tasted the danger that IJM 
undercover investigators experience 
on occasion. 
That evening, an IJM investigator had 
gone into the brothel, but had not come out 
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at the agreed upon time. When the police 
tried the door, it was locked. 
"It looked like things had gone bad," 
Haddock says. "We spent several hours 
trying to find the operative. Finally we got 
in and discovered a false wall concealing 
a doorway into a secret room. We found 
the brothel manager, two girls, and our 
investigator, who had kept his cover. 
The police even pushed him around 
and treated him like a bad guy." 
In Thailand and the Philippines, 
Haddock had a chance to meet with girls 
who had been rescued from prostitution 
and were now in Christian aftercare 
centers. In some cases, the girls had been 
tricked into coming to the city with the 
promise of legitimate, well-paying jobs. 
Others, though, had been sold by their 
families into prostitution. 
Haddock says he sat and spoke with 
the girls for a long time before taking his 
camera from his bag. "They seemed so 
sensitive and fragile," he says. "I let them 
know that there were people out there who 
cared about them and wanted to make sure 
they were OK. I asked them about their 
lives now. I didn't want to hear about the 
brothels." 
While in the city of Chennai (f01merly 
called Madras) on India's eastern coast, the 
IJM team traveled to the nearby Vellore 
district to do follow-up work on the status 
of 30 children who were involved in bonded 
labor and whose cases were still pending 
before local authorities. These children, 
between 7 and 17 years old, were working 
in the local tobacco industry, rolling ciga­
rettes. IJM had taken affidavits from the 
children, documenting that they had been 
pledged to the business owner (or mudalali) 
by their parents, who had turned to him for 
an emergency infusion of cash. 
The mudalali gives a loan of as little 
as $50 with the agreement that the adults, 
or their child, will work at below market 
wages until the loan is paid off. It can take 
years to pay off the loan. Sometimes it 
is never satisfied and is simply transferred 
from generation to generation. 
Indian law prohibits this practice, 
but reports estimate that up to 2.6 million 
Indians remain bonded to their mudalali, 
who serves as their employer, lender and 
master. The system is linked closely to the 
Indian caste system and has its roots in 
rural communities where poverty and 
illiteracy are rampant. 
Haddock visited the huts where the 
children sat on the floor with a basket of 
cigarettes on their lap. "There was this 
sense that they were just waiting," Haddock 
says. "There was an uncertainty about what 
would happen with their lives and their 
families. They recognized there was some­
thing wrong with the fact that they were 
working so hard and earning so little. But 
their families needed money, and they had 
to work." 
The strains that poverty and oppression 
have on family life were in full view in 
Kenya, Haddock's next stop. There, 
Haddock met with an Ethiopian man named 
Belay and his son and daughter, who were 
on the run from his wife's family. Belay 
and his family were Muslim, but Belay had 
converted to Christianity after coming to 
Kenya as a refugee. 
His in-laws would have none of this, 
so they kidnapped the wife and children, 
forced Belay to sign divorce papers, and 
made several attempts on his life. After 
two years the children escaped and found 
their father, keeping one step ahead of the 
in-laws. Their lives are under constant 
threat, but the children stick with their 
father, Haddock says. IJM has been work­
ing with the United Nations to secure safe 
lodging for the family. 
Haddock asked the children why they 
would put themselves in a situation where 
they would suffer for their father's faith. 
"They told me that they loved their father 
and wanted to live in freedom," Haddock 
says. "I was simply in awe of these people." 
Experiences like these touch Haddock 
at his core. 
"It is such a privilege to be brought 
to a place where the people are no longer 
representatives of some category - a sex­
trafficking victim, a prostitute, a torture 
victim or someone who lives in some 
horrible circumstance," he says. "They 
become a person with a face, with emo­
tions, a unique personality and dreams ­
an irreplaceable individual created in God's 
image, a person bearing incredible dignity. 
I realize then that this one is my brother, 
my sister, my mother, my friend." 
The author works as a senior writer for 
The Journal News in White Plains, N. Y.  
* Some names of victims have been 
changed to protect both their identities 
and IJM's ongoing casework. 
Top le ft: IJM works with local 
officials to document the 
distribution o f  rehabilitation 
funds tor those released from 
slavery in the Annavaram 
quarry. Above: Indian children 
in Tamil Nadu wait cheerfu lly 
to meet with IJM investigators 
for follow-up documentation 
regarding their bonded slavery 
cases. Savitha (right, in red 
sari) and Nathiya (center) are 
cousins. Opposite: In Bomba y, 
two girls rescued during a 
brothel raid huddle against 
the wall as they wait to leave 
the brothel. 
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